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Social work and pedagogy in 
international contexts

International Social Pedagogy 
– 4 hits

International Social Work 
– 56300 hits

Never mind …
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Background: WS 2009/10 - Sabbatical
Subject: Exploring job possibilities for 

Social Workers and Social 
Pedagogues in International 

Organizations

Seminars on International Fields of Work, excursion  to the 
German agency in charge of recruitment, BFIO, Bonn 
ecc.pp. 
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Main reference literature (int.) social work:

Healy, Lynne (2008): International Social Work. Professional 
Action in an Interdependent World. Second Edition. Oxford, 
New York: Oxford University Press.
Lyons, Karen/Manion, Kathleen/Carlsen, Mary (2006):
International Perspectives on Social Work. Global Conditions 
and Local Practice. New York: Palgrave Macmillan.
Mapp, Susan C. (2008): Human Rights and Social Justice in a 
Global Perspective. An Introduction to International Social 
Work. New York: Oxford University Press.
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“ … the term ‘international social work’ should 
properly be confined to programs of social 
work of international scope, such as those 
carried on by intergovernmental agencies, 
chiefly those of the U.N.; governmental; or 
non-governmental agencies with international 
program.”

(Definition by he US Council on Social Work Education from 1957) 
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Main reference literature Int. Organizations:
Annan, Kofi (2004): Die Vereinten Nationen im 21. 
Jahrhundert. Reden und Beiträge 1997 – 2003 herausgegeben 
von Manuel Fröhlich. Wiesbaden: VS Verlag für 
Sozialwissenschaften.
Bertrand, Maurice (1995) : UNO Geschichte und Bilanz. 
Frankfurt am Main: Fischer Taschenbuch Verlag. 
Trent, John E. (2007): Modernizing the United Nations 
System: Civil Society’s Role in Moving from International 
Relations to Global Governance. Opladen & Farmington Hills: 
Barbara Budrich Publishers. 
And a lot of UN and NGO documents available in the 
internet. 
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“Neglect of international content in the 
social work curriculum is perhaps due 
not so much to lack of interest on the part 
of faculty members, but rather to lack of 
knowledge, particularly knowledge drawn 
from firsthand experience in other lands”
(Kendall 2008: ix)
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And:
Friends from UNODC, UNDP, WFP, 
WHO, UNHCR, IAEA, ICC, CeIS etc. 
with information and own 
contributions.
And thanks to three to four of these: 
Access to the 6th Career Development 
Roundtable, hosted by OSCE, 2-
3/12/2009, in Vienna.
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Results:

Brundtland Commission –
sustainability – participatory methods 
– destabilization of States in the 90ies 
– NGO Boom – UN reforms and the role 
of Kofi Annan – UN / NGO cooperation 
etc. – changes in the UN system (funds 
and programmes, RC system etc.) –
humanitarian ‘overload’.
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Social Workers have better chances to 
get a job in the UN today.

But not because the world has 
problems and needs help!!!

(Explicit or implicit thesis of ISW authors.)
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They have better chances:

Because they can graduate as Masters.
Because “the system” has opened up.

If they have international knowledge, 
(internship) experiences, training.
If they speak at least two (UN) languages.
If they open up (to generic jobs, for 
instance).
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Some common misunderstandings in social work:

UN Organizations are not Social Welfare 
Organizations. (Healy).

It matters who funds the projects. (Lyons et al.).

UNICEF is not an NGO… (Mapp).
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“A Master in Social Work is fine, best if 
it is in community development or 
similar” (Linda S., HR, UNODC).
Studies in Social Pedagogy are fine as 
well – as long as Social Pedagogy is 
not Elementary Pedagogy. “UNICEF is 
not a World Kindergarten” (A. 
Groterath). 
But this might be a German problem. 
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Vacancies for Social Workers under “Social Sciences  and 
Related Fields” in UN organisations: 

DPKO – ILO – OCHA – UNAIDS – UNESCO – UNICEF –
UNIFEM respectively (and better) the new organisation to 
be established in 2010 – UNFPA – UNHCR – UNODC –
WHO

For other International Organisations: IOM and ICC.

And: UN Stress Counselling, HR departments of every t ype
of organization. 
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Vacancies for Social Pedagogues: European GOs and 
NGOs. 

2/2010, MSF France: Training ManagerIn with “Medical or 
para-medical education; Formal education in Educati on 
science (pedagogy)”.

Conseil de l‘Europe: Avis de vacance N°e9/2010 
Conseillers/Conseillères pédagogiques (Grade A1/A2)
Direction Générale 4 - Education, Culture, Patrimoine,  
Jeunesse et Sport.
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A word on OSCE and EU:

Most of the positions at OSCE are seconded, but
good for internships. OSCE is a non-career-
organisation. 

The EU wants to ‚become modern‘ (see French 
concours from the 50ies) and has changed
recruitment procedures. See EPSO. 
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My book on the subject will be published by 
Verlag Barbara Budrich in early 2011. 
Osnabrück, 23/04/2010


